
May 4, 2023 
 
 
To Whom It May Concern: 
 
My name is Wendy Castellanos and I run a Flamenco Dance program called Flamenco 805 out of 
Namba Performing Arts Space. I moved to Ventura in 2016 and began trying to teach through the 
Ventura Parks and Rec department, and while my class was received with enthusiasm, it proved 
difficult to find a venue that would host it. It wasn’t until Kathryn Dippong Lawson suggested that 
I reach out to Namba, that my class found a fitting home. Namba was not a typical dance studio 
and my class was not a typical dance class.  
 
I write this letter of support because Namba has not only housed my program, but has also given 
me the freedom and support to grow. Namba’s vision to create community through the arts, to 
make art experiences accessible and to give experimental art forms and performers a home, fully 
aligns with my own. Because Namba is centrally located in what is now a thriving and bustling 
downtown, because they have provided accessible studio space and fair theater rental rates, my 
program and in turn my business has grown. I provide an art and cultural education to often 
underrepresented members of our community. My program is enjoyed by children, teens, adults 
and seniors. (My youngest student is 4 and my oldest is way into her 70’s.) I am able to bring 
professional artists from LA and abroad to perform. But most importantly, because my program 
has grown, the city of San Buenaventura can now boast that it is keeping the Arts part of its Spanish 
cultural heritage alive.  
 
There is no place like Namba around. Yes, there are dance studios and yes there are theaters, but 
there are no studios that are also theaters, that are also in downtown, that also have a built in 
mission to support the arts and artists that are also the namesake of a beloved patron of the 
Ventura arts scene.  
 
Thank you for your time. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Wendy Castellanos 
Flamenco Dance Artist 
 


